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ABSTRACT The paper explores student teachers’ perceptions on the use of learners’ home languages in mathematics
teaching and learning. Interview data from sixty student teachers from a university in South Africa was collected.
Students’ perceptions varied enormously. The supportive respondents argued that the use of home language not
only supported mathematics epistemic access, but also promoted cultural identity and lifted home languages to a
position of prominence and prestige. Those who were against argued that the use of home languages proffered
disadvantaged learners with inferior education. In this group, other respondents were of the view that the education
system was logistically not ready for it. Yet still, some argued that use of home languages in education promoted
tribalism and worked against national cohesion. Recommendations include calling for the deployment of resources
to promote the teaching and learning of mathematics in home languages.



